
Understanding 

The  

Reformation 

Part Four: 

Martin Luther! 



1. The authority of the Pope  

2. The nature of salvation 

2 Key Issues 
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The Bible Professor Who Shattered the 
Medieval Church With A Hammer! 

Luther’s Life & Legacy 

• Luther’s Early Years    
 1483-1517 

• Luther’s Road to Reformation  
 1517-1530 

• Luther’s Later Years    
 1530-1546 

 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Early Years – 1483-1517 

• Luther’s Childhood 

• Luther & the Thunderstorm 

• Luther the Monk 

 

 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Early Years – 1483-1517 

• Luther the Bible Professor 

o Teaches at the University of Wittenberg (TWU) 

o The Professor’s Vow 

o Daily life as a Professor 

o Books Luther taught: 

 1513-1514 – Psalms  

 1515 – Romans 

 1516 – Galatians 

 1517 - Hebrews 

Again in 1518-1519 
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Council of Trent – 1545 - 1563 
 

CANON IV – “If any one saith, that the 
sacraments of the New Law are not necessary 
unto salvation, but superfluous; and that, 
without them, or without the desire thereof, 
men obtain of God, through faith alone, the 
grace of justification; -though all (the 
sacraments) are not necessary for every 
individual; let him be anathema.” 

The Religious Background of Luther’s Day 



The Religious Background of Luther’s Day 

Sacraments  

& Salvation 

 

Seven Sacraments 
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1450 



Medieval  
Catholic  

Sacraments 

Wrisberg Epitaph 
  

Johannes Hopffe 
1585 
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The Religious Background of Luther’s Day 

“As soon as a coin in the coffer rings 
A soul from purgatory springs!” 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Feisty Bible Professor 

o 95 Theses in 1517 

o Heidelberg Disputation in 1518 

 Bucer writes a friend after the 
debate - “Luther responds with 
magnificent grace and listens 
with insurmountable patience. 
He presents an argument with 
the insight of the apostle Paul." 



Heidelberg Disputations 

1. The law of God, the most salutary doctrine of life, 
cannot advance man on his way to righteousness, but 
rather hinders him.  

16. The person who believes that he can obtain grace by 
doing what is in him adds sin to sin so that he 
becomes doubly guilty. 

18. It is certain that man must utterly despair of his own 
ability before he is prepared to receive the grace of 
Christ. 

25. He is not righteous who does much, but he who, 
without work, believes much in Christ. 
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Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s conversion in his own words 

Meanwhile, I had already during that year returned to interpret 
the Psalter anew...after I had lectured in the university on St. 
Paul's epistles to the Romans, to the Galatians, and the one to 
the Hebrews. I had indeed been captivated with an extraordinary 
ardor for understanding Paul in the Epistle to the Romans…a single 
word in Chapter 1, "In it the righteousness of God is revealed," 
that had stood in my way. For I hated that word "righteousness of 
God…with which God is righteous and punishes the unrighteous 
sinner. At last, by the mercy of God, meditating day and night…I 
began to understand that the righteousness of God is that by 
which the righteous lives by a gift of God…the passive 
righteousness with which merciful God justifies us by faith. 

 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s conversion in his own words 

Here I felt that I was altogether born again and had 
entered paradise itself through open gates. There a totally other 
face of the entire Scripture showed itself to me. Thereupon I ran 
through the Scripture from memory. I also fount in other terms an 
analogy, as, the work of God, that is what God does in us, the 
power of God, with which he makes us wise, the strength of God, 
the salvation of God, the glory of God.  
 
And I extolled my sweetest word with a love as great as the hatred 
with which I had before hated the word "righteousness of God." 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Feisty Bible Professor 

o 95 Theses in 1517 

o Heidelberg Disputation in 1518 

o Leipzig Disputation in 1519 



The Leipzig Debate 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Feisty Bible Professor 

o 95 Theses in 1517 

o Heidelberg Disputation in 1518 

o Leipzig Disputation in 1519 

Pope & Scripture – does the Pope interpret 
Scripture for all or is Scripture above papal 
authority? 

“No Christian believer can be forced beyond 
Holy Scripture” 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Feisty Bible Professor 

o 95 Theses in 1517 

o Heidelberg Disputation in 1518 

o Leipzig Disputation in 1519 

“A simple Laymen armed with Scripture 
is to be believed above a pope or 
councils without it” 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Theologian & Translator 

o Papal Bull in 1520 – Exsurge Domine – 60 days to 
recant – Luther receives the bull on Oct. 11th and 
burns it Dec. 10th in Wittenberg. 

o Luther Writes 3 Important treaties: 

 To the Christian Nobility (Aug.) 

 On the Babylonian Captivity (Oct.) 

 On the Freedom of a Christian (Nov.) 

o Luther on Trial – The Diet of Worms 

 



Here I stand – I can do no other.  God help me. 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

And so, through the mercy of God, I ask Your Imperial Majesty, and 
Your Illustrious Lordships, or anyone of any degree, to defeat them 

by the writings of the Prophets or by the Gospels; for I shall be 
most ready, if I be better instructed, to recant any error, and I shall 

be the first in casting my writings into the fire. . . .Unless I am 
convicted [convinced] of error by the testimony of Scripture or 

(since I put no trust in the unsupported authority of Pope or 
councils, since it is plain that they have often erred and often 

contradicted themselves) by manifest reasoning, I stand convicted 
[convinced] by the Scriptures to which I have appealed, and my 
conscience is taken captive by God's word, I cannot and will not 
recant anything, for to act against our conscience is neither safe 

for us, nor open to us. 
Here [On this] I take my stand. I can do no other. God help me. 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Theologian & Translator 

o Luther at Wartburg – 1521-22 

 



The Wartburg – 1521-1522 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Theologian & Translator 

o Luther at Wartburg – 1521-1522 

o Luther publishes first hymnal – 1524 

o Luther holds first protestant service – Dec. 25, 
1525 

o Luther writes On the Bondage of the Will – 1525 

 The total depravity and inability of man 

 God is the only One who can save 

 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

 

“A man without the Spirit of God does not do 
evil against his will, under pressure, as though he 
were taken by the scruff of the neck and dragged 
into it, like a thief…being dragged off against his 
will…but he does it spontaneously and 
voluntarily. And this willingness of volition is 
something which he cannot in his own strength 
eliminate.  He goes on willing and desiring to do 
evil.” 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Family Man 

o Luther marries Katharina Von Bora - 1525 



Katharina Von Bora 

 
“Good God, what a lot of trouble 
there is in marriage! Adam has 
made a mess of our nature. Think 
of all the squabbles Adam and 
Eve must have had in the course 
of their nine hundred years. Eve 
would say, 'You ate the apple,' 
and Adam would retort, 'You gave 
it to me.'” 
 



Katharina Von Bora 

“One wakes up in the morning 
and finds a pair of pigtails on the 
pillow which were not there 
before” 
 
“I wouldn’t give up Katy for 
France or for Venice” 
 
“I shall die as one who loves and 
lauds marriage” 
 
“Oh Katie, do not die and leave 
me!” 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Family Man 

o Luther marries Katharina Von Bora - 1525 

o Luther and his children 



Katharina Von Bora 

Hans (1526)    Elizabeth (1528)   Magdalene (1529);  
Martin (1531)    Paul (1533)    Margaret (1534) 



Luther’s Life & Legacy 

Luther’s Road to Reformation – 1517-1530 

• Luther the Family Man 

o Luther marries Katharina Von Bora - 1525 

o Luther and his children 

o Luther’s Table Talk 
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Authority 

Salvation 

The Reformation & The 5 Solas 


